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As the momth opsusd the Regiment was disposed as follows: Company "IY
was just south of Hill 891, the rest of the Srd Eattallen schelonsd to the
rear; lat Battalion was 1500 yards morth of the town of Lariano; 2nd Battaliomm,
in reserve, Hmd two companies iun larigne oleaning out seattersd resistance.

An attack was aet to start at 0600 em 1 Jume.

A% 0500 the lst and 3rd Battalions started advaneing asd the £nd Bettalion
wms ordered to camplete the oleaning out of lariane without delay, The 5rd
Pattalion was ordersd to relisve the lat PBattslion, 143rd Infuntry on Castel
dt irianc and them to push to the mortb. The lst Battalion bed sdvanced 1000
yerda. At 0820 the Znd Battalion reported Larisnc olsar of all emmy snd moved
to ap wasembly ares in roserve in the vicinity of the towmn, The Battalion them
moved out following the reute of the 3rd Battalien to relisve them oz Hil1 89},
The Znd Battalion wee tc remaim cn the hill untll relieved by & batialion of the
320th Infantry and was then to move to reserve position near Eill 856 in the
asater of the Regimental soms. The 3ré Battaliom noting cu order moved out with-
out awaiting relief to take M. Flere (Hill 718) and proparsd to ssise Hills T28
and 788 or to assist the lat Battalion in their capture. As the 3rd Battalion
moved dewn the north slope of Hill 891 the leading compsnies ran luto heavy wmsil
arma and mechine gun fire sand harsssing mortar snd sniper fire sad by 1600 Had
enly sdvanced 800 yards. In the meantime, the lat Battalion about 1000 yards
northesst of Hill 681 with sn exposed right flask was having considerable diffi-

eulty in the thick wooded drews, Notorized patrols and mmerous sniprs constant—’
1y barassed the troops who puahed forwsrd slowly, Sevaral times the wemy arove O
wedges behind the advanoing troops. At ome time a whols platoon of Compamy "D% N
whe surgrised by the enemy and takm prisoner. Mce the Battalion CP was suwiToun=~ !

ded and the infiltrating Germns wers repulsed only sfter every available ma —
was rounded up to scout out and kill the enauy. By 1600 the Eattalicm had worked =

M

its way to Hill 591, taking ssveral hills on the way, The 2nd Bettaliom had
reached Castel ' Arianc and takm over control from & battalion of the 1ASFL
Infantry. Elemeats of the E39th Infantry moved up to ococupy this hill snd the
7nd Pattalion was aierted for possible missiom of taking Hill T36 aad T04. . The
$rd pattalion used tank destroyers to good advantage and was able to comtisus its
sdvance, During the afterncon the Regimental CP moved to a railroad shabiom in
larisse. The late afternoon was spent in repulsing enemy suielde somterattacks
made by eall groups of Germsns fighting desperately to disorganise cur lines
and gain time for thelr now retreating forces. it dark Via Iatine was eromled
with German vehioles murriedly moving to the northwest., 411 srtillery was directed
on the highway with devastating rosults. The battalions continued to send oap-
tured Germans to the rear as we inched forward, At £100 the 1s% Battaliom was )
80lidly entrenched on Hill 65, having used tanks ia its asssult, Enemy patrols
ecmtinued to attempt to infiltrate through our linss tut without success,

The !
2od Battalion moved to the right rear of the lst Battaliom with the mizsion of
mopping up the rear area and proteoting the Regimental right flank. After ‘/l

402 (164}

the Srd Bettalion moved up abreast of and to left of the lst Battallm.

Lt 020200 the stiack order was issusd with objectives as followsy st Bat-
talion, H111 430 and soss rumning morth; 3rd pattaliom, Bills 7268, 735, and 786
(M. Corasg). A% 0450 a preparation by six artillery battalicns bommed forth to
pave tha way for the attack scheduled at 0630. L new techmiqus was tried: First,
e fifteen minute preparstion was placed on targets immsdiately in front of the
troops lifting te far targets for ten minutes, Then the criginal oloss-im targets
wers relired for fiftes minutes as the infantry moved forward., Oa time, the lat
and Srd Battalicns resumsd the attack with tank and tank desatroyer support. Thay
encountersd srmored cars and infsntry snd wers held up initially. A% 010 the
Srd Battalion withdrew, Teorganized, and thes pushed cn. All battalions wers \,.
ordered to M&t_‘f_ﬁi"lii‘--psiilbh spesd with the miasion of cutting Bigmy 6.
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By 0920 the lst Battalion had fained Hill &25, Supported by fire from the 2nd
Chemical Battalion, the Znd Battalion was coomitted on the right of the lat
Battalion te plug the Esp on the Regimental right flsnk apd by 1000 wag nearing
Via Latina with StoMy tank and sniper oppositina, By 1200 the lat and 3pd
Battaliony wers st the foot of Rill 831, were overooming enemy resistance, and
wars moving up the hill, ut the Samo time the 2nd Battalicn wap making rapid
Progroas om the right with the aid of taniks although the saexy oaptured about
thirty 2nd Battalion tToops during the advance, The Battalion became acmewha t
diserganised fn the thick woods but continusd toward the romd to their front.,

At 1330 the other two battalions were alsg on the move, hed taken some priscuers,
and reported the sneay sbandoning ¥elf-propelled guns and much equipment, fhe
Srd Battalion was ordered to take HEL1 788 aasieted by the 1st Battalion,

bour latar our troopa were moving over Hill 640 with little opposition and were
SApproaching M, Ceraso. By 1530 they were préparing to attaok the hill, and the
2nd Bettelion had cut the road in their segtor and sontinued to sdvange, Agnin
a1l organizations were urged to ruthlessly wips out all resistance, to Pah fore
ward vigarcusly, and to ot ghway 6 an som sa possible. By 1840 N, Ceraso L T
in our hands after 4 sharp fight with » group of priscners, 4t 2200 the lat and
3rd Battalions Mlted for the aight and organized a Streag defense on the hill
with orders to advanss 2000 yarde Lo Hill 518 &t dawn snd then to seise a portion
of Via Maremmana. Tn the meanwhils tanks and tank deatroyers had Joined 2nd
Battalion at 2030 and they had forced their wy two miles ahsad to Hill 337,
seant 1200 yards south of Highway 5. the Battalion was fwo niles now out in front
of the rest of the line with 3o other units on either flank. Priscners they oap-
bured were frow the 1059 Panzer grenedier Regiment, which bad moved up to0 reinforge

Up in the woods a1} day and now moved to the viainity of Colle Folano. German air-
orart made a futile affort to slow our advance by strafing and bonbing during the
eight agd a counterattack against g1l 76¢ by sbout forty Germans was thrownbe.ck
with losses to the snexy, '

Just before dawn an order was received which changed ouwr missiods The Reg~
iment was ordered to take Hills 531 and 518 and them awing to the left and change
our routs of sdvancs from north to northwest, The Regimental order Siaigned ob-
Jeotives as follows,

lat Battalion - E111 531
2nd Battelion - Hill 800
Srd Battaliom = F§]11 600

Upon their capturs, lst Pattalion was to revert to Rogimental ressrwe and the

other two battalions were to oontimus towsrd MUonte Compatri, bypassing Rocoa Prie

ora, It was later than 0500, the soheduled H-Hour, when all bettalions Jumped

off but by 0900 all objectives wers taken without muoh resistange, in artillery
Sonoentration preparsd for Rooca Priors was ocanselled whexm troops of an adjecant

wnit entered the town, 411 slong the line the enexy had broken contagt and L]
withdrawing, The 2nd and Srd Battalions now in Spproach mareh formation moved

weat on parallel roads and the 2nd Pattalion followad at 1000 yards, By 1400 the ;
lat Battalion was Way out in front and had resched the Regimental ob jeotive, the '
2nd Battelion was 2000 yurds to their east, and the 3rd Pattalion had oleared :
Rocon Priora. The Regiment was them ordered ints an appronch mareh formation in

column of battalicns. The 2mad Battalion, with al] the armor, Passsd through the
fatigied 1ot mattalion to lead off, with 8rd and lat Battalions following in that
order. The 2nd Battaliom took ¥mte Comatri without much trouble. Ws wers now

in the valley that led to Roms ad the attack was prossed with vigor. Betwowi

Kente Compatri and Monte Porsic Catons, ths Germans ohoxe to take s stand whiah

delayed our sdvanse, The 2nd Battaliom spent the afternom wiplag out this re~
tlatanos. By early svening the dslaying position began to orvmble and 123 pris-

pookets of rasistance, tanks, apd arwored half-traoks,. and oleaning aut the two
towns on the way. TIn thig position the battaliom was far shoad of unite on ity
flacks and was ordsrad to hold and rest during the night. The Regimentsl cp
moved to Mente Porszia Catone and ths other two battalions went into bivoums, the
3rd Battalion weet and the 1t Battalion east of the tom. Looal oourity was
stressed during the night less an cammy attask attempt to teparats our foroces,
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At 0800 the 3rd Battalion using the 2nd Battalion front line as a line of
departure moved in advance puard formation with the mlsaion of teking high
ground north of Highway &, five miles closer to sand near thes outskirts of the
city of Rome. The other two battalions followed in column. A task foros of
one motorized rifle company supported by tanks, sngineers, and artillsry wea
organizad under the 3rd Battalion Exeocutive Qfficer for the purpose of sontin-
ving through Rome after the 3rd Baitalioca tock thelr objective, and seizing
two bridges over the Tiber River west of Rome. At the same time the Pifth jr-
=y Commander went word to all slements that publio and private property in Rome
wir's to be protected and not fired upan unless the Germans chose t¢ defend the
Uityo

Tanks, tank destroyers, and ths I and R Platoon joined the $rd Battalion
and the reinforced battalion moved apesdily forward without snemy contaet. The
I and B Flatoon raced shead and by 0830 had passed the Regimental objeotivs snd
entersd the suburba of Rame ~ the first elsment of the Division to reash the
Eternal City. The 3rd Battalion Task Force was ordered forward to carry out their
mission of seouring the Tiber btridges. At the Rome city limits the Twsk Foros was
haltsd by an armored uait cn the road shead which bad run into & strong point
covering the higlway and was sttempting to awlllfy it. is the 3rd Battaliom, with
the other two battalioms trailing in column, approsched the Reglmamtal objective
our mission was changed and we were ordered to turn southwest snd take up a defen~
sive positicn astride Eiglomy 7 to halt the enemy withdrawml by that route. The
Srd Battalien at 150Q, approaching the highwmy, ran into & fire fight but continued
formrd. A% this time the enemy was sitempting to evaouate his troops and equip-
memt from the Rome srea in the facs of the unexpected 4llied drive converging m L
the oity and he mde every effort to delay our troops bsfore his retrest turned
inte & rout. All spare troops in the arss wers throwm into the fight and innumeral
snipers bad to be flushed out of every siraw stack, ruined building or patoh of
woods, Often the Jermans withheld their fire until our lesding troops hed passed
and them fired intec the oolumm. 4 few siirmishes netted a total of 152 priscmers,
ineluding 7 officers from fifteen misosllanecus units. Cannon Compeny moving ine
t0 & firing ares captured 40 Germans and killed fifteen others bafors they could
put their guns in position., At 1700 the move south wans stalled short of Highway
T by ¥I Corps units speeding toward Rome on this road, and the Task Foros ws still
unable to advance. We requested permlsaion to bivoume all organizaticns in presmt
positlon and to withdrew the Task Porce. The former request was granted but the
Task Force was ordered to try to accomplish its mission using another routs, At
dark ths I azd R Platdon set out to flhd an alternate route into the city btut at
2000 wers fired on short of the oity limits. They demolished zeveral yums and a
balf-track, saptured five prisoners, and killed several of the enemy. During the
alght all battalions sent motorized patrols to the west to comb the roads to the
Tiber Riwr but met no ememy. The Régimental CP was set up southeast of Rome.

PERIOD § JUNE - © JUNB

The morning of § Juna, the Regiment remained in position, while reconnalsamnce
partiea looked for a route through Rume, At 1250 ths Regiment began the march
through Rome to & bivoumo area on the other aide, As owr foot troops marched
through the city the Roman populase by the thousands threnged the streets to give
the liberators of their hames m hysterical weloome., The Regiment was quartered on /
the grounds of the anoimt Italisn Forte frionfale and the ¢P was set up within !
the thiok walls of the fart. 4All organicatioms had olossd into their arews by dark.
That night our ssrvice train was bombed and strafel on the road southesst of Rome
with several oasualtiaa,

During this period the German Army rusbed poll mell towsrd their Plorenss line 7
atealing sach others trimsportation in an effort to esoape. Nuoh enamy squipaent
littered the roads ~ same destroyed by the allied sirforoe snd acme demolished by
the Germans themselves in the face of our continued resistance. A full pursuit was
ordered ip an effort to diarupt the German retreat. To cover their withdrawml, the
enéxy employed small delaying forces of infantry srmed with sutosstic wespons in
half ~track perscnnel carriers, supported by self-propelled guns or & few tanks,
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These wers foroed bask by the flanking moves of cur infantry or by artillery fire.

4t 1100 on & June, the Regiment was alerted for passing tlrough the I39th
Infantry. Thiz Begleent operstiag on the right of the Division soue had regained
contact with the fleslng enemy northwest of Rome om both sides of Highmy 2,
Avrangezents were completed in the evening and the CP was installed in & farmhouss
800 ysrds northesst of Posta della Btorta. [During the night cur orpanirations
moved up behind the line, snd tha combat team with a tank company, & tazk destroyer
compauy, 4nd & recormaissance platoon attached begun the adwancs, the 1st Battalion
on the left, the 5rd Battalien cn the right, the 2nd Eattalion motorised and ready
to sweep up the highway if resistance was not strong., After the asssult slemeats
had advanosd abreast of the 338tk Infantry on ouwr left six miles without meeting
the onewy in force, the 2nd Battalicn, reinforced with all the araor and recannais-
sancs elments, was ordered up the highmy in swift pursuit to gain ocntaot with
the enexy. The other two battalions were halted on & line betwen Lake Mertigaano
and Highwmy 2, pending the outooms of the Znd Battallon*s wotorized sdvance. At
the seme time, the 336th Infantry, was pinched out by Lake Eracclans to their fromt,
and again elements of the Regimsnt were slone spearhesding the Corps advance, grest-
1y impeded by mumercus blown bridges. Close suppert by our crganio enginesrs fu~
silitsted the movemsnt, On the high grovnd 3000 ywrds wouth of Monterosi, the Ger-
man rear guard turned to apap at the 2»d Battalion with five tanks and some infantry,
supported by artillsry, mortar, and machine pm fire, Our troops detrucked, deployed
slong the hill, and prepared to move in on the town., The attached trucks wers ussd
to akmttle the lat and Srd Battalions up to the line and the CP moved up bebipd the
111, The Ird Battalion moved on line with the 2nd Mttalicom snd st about 1800 both
bettalions contimued the sdvmnce, A little ovar an hour later the Zrd Battallion
oocoupled Montarcal, oupturing scme prisomers, destroylng acme self-propelled puns,
and conflssating large stores of new ordnance materisl, The Germans taken prisoner
had orders to infiltrate as best they ocould to the arss of Florenmoe. Many mines
wore sncountered on this day. During the efternoom, the lst Mattalion, moterized,
was stiached €0 the Howse Task Foroe, a reinforced armored regiment oporatisg under
85th Diviston oomtrol, and moved to Monterosi to mwmit orders, The attadking bate
talions, cne on sach sids of Nighway 2, moved northwest mesting enly token resist-
ance. At dark the CP moved to & vills ¢n Lake Momtercsi and the Regiment was givem
trucks and ordered to be prepared to reinforce the Howse Task Force. The Znd and
Srd Pattalions were halted for the night astride Higlwmy 2 ca the ridge line over-
looking Sutri. They organized a hasty defense and sent patrols to the town.

On 8 June the Regiment held fast and Division orderad the Howse fusk Foroe
north on Highway 2. Our lat Battalicn moved out at 1100 to join the task forcs,
wire ocumitted in the sfternoos, snd at 1730 ran jnto German infmntry in the hills
two miles morth of Roneiglions, They recsived light casualties from 80mm and ma-
shine gun fire but continued to sdvance. 3y dark the lst Battaliom had pmased
Pusto Mootagns mesting only slight opposition.

The next day as the lst Battaliom, #t1ll with the task force, approached
Viterbo all formrd movement was ordered halted when an armorsd divisicn cut scrces
the seotor. In the afterncom the Rogimental alert was cancelled and all orgenizations
bivousoed whers they wers.

PERICD 10 JUEE - 30 JUXR

(a 10 Jume at 1000 the Division's lesding elements wers relieved by the 3rd
Algerian Division, the Howse Task Porce was disbsnded, and the 1st Battalion moved
back to Momteromi. The rest of the Regiment epenmt the day in rehabilitstion. At
this time some of owr men who had been captured by the enwmy iz the Larisnc seotor
began to drift back to the organisaticn. They had been eided in their essape by
Ttalien partisans end they told tales of German cruelty to priscmers, of the soar-
oity of tha foets squipment, and of the gonfusicn in the retreating German columne,

The next four days were spent in light training, relaxation, and inspesotions.
o 15 June, the Regilment moved by motor through Rome to & rest ares cu the grounds
of the Castel Pusano, near the resort town of Lide D' Roma em the ses. The next
intensive period of training was begun to include teckmical and tactical subjects,
physiosl oocpditienming, disciplinary 4rill, snd preparstion for future combat,
Special atteation was givem the training of replecements, snd in studying lesscns
learned in the late campaign. Enown distance apd combat ranges wers set up sand
much time was spent in marksmanship and weapms firing, All squads snd platoons
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participated in several mmall umit mssault exercisos, A fortified aroa was con-
structed and each battalion ran this course twios firing live ammumition. Two
tank destroyers and a company of msdium tanks were attached for training and the
battalions worked olesely with them in practics operations,

The troops were given ample time for recreation. Everyoneé had & shance to
vislt Rome several times, and the majority of the enlisted men spent a few daywm
at the Fifth irmy Rest Centwr. 4 Regimental btathing beach wna clesred and used
sxtensively, and & club for enlisted men was cpaned in & former cight club by the
nea. Zach night the special services officer presented movies, USO shows, and
soldier shows to largs mudiences, Showers and ¢lothing sxchange units were awvail-
able throughout the perisd., 7The Regimental bugle and drum corps was reorganised
and provided the music for mmercus batialion retrest parades. At & Reglmental
parade, Ma jor General John B. Coultsr, decorated the Regimental colors and the
company guidons with coanbat streamers and prodented nine fBilver Star Medals to
officers and man of the Regiment,

During the pericd the Regiment adwenced from the Lariano sector to m point
46 rosd miles north of Rome and oaptured a total of 473 prisoners of war inoluding
13 offiowrs.

Decorstions awarded this month:
13 8ilver Stars
58 Bronse 8tara
T4 Purple Hearts
1614 Combat Infantryman Bedges

Our battle oamualties for the month were as followw:

OFFICERS BNLISTED MEN '
Eilled in actiom 7 9
Wounded in actiom 3 109
Misaing in sction 2 63
h - I

Total easualties = 223

Strength of the asaigned commsnd as ths period closeds 149 officers, b
warront of ficers, and 3,437 enlisted xan, Attached were 32 officers and 245
enlisted mem.

For the Reglaental! Comeander:
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REFCRT OF OPERATIONS - JULY

Regimental speratisns durimg the menth ¢ July cemsiated of training,
rebabilitation, aod administrative moves. The menth apened with the Reg-
fmomt in & biveuss ares en the sea mear Lide &' Rema. Prem 1 July te 12
July sm intemsive peried ef training was conducted iam preparation fer future
combat. Subjeots stressed were firing ef all weapens, small unit combat
exercises, battaliem attack of permanent lamd fortificatisns, combined op-
eratiens with tamks amd tank destroyers, snd btattallion river erosaing preb-
lems, Recreatiem im the form sf passes ts Eeme, dally perieds of bLathing,
snd nightly mevies apd shews Wers provided fer a1l troops. A club fer emlis-
ted men was epened em the beach. .

Om 13 July the Regiment meved to a bivouso ares in the mountainae near
Reccastrada and spent the next few days in physioal cenditicniag snd meuntain
warfare trainizg. Another meter move o 1% July put the Regiment in an aree
mear Rosignane whers traiming contimusd. FPart ef aa Italian mule greup was
attached te the Regiment for trainimg snd much time wes speunt in learnming how
to use peck mules. O 50 July the Regiment meved again, this time te an area
near Velterrs.

The 3rd Battaliea participsted im the Fifth Army hemor gusrd em 23 July
te weloeme King George VI of England te the Fifth Army secter,

Qur enly enemy cemtact was with Germen anti-persemnsl mines which taunsd
four casusltise, and harassisg Germsn sirplanes that bombed and atrafed but
failed te inflict casualties.

Durisg the menth the fellewing men were cemmisaiened Znd Lisutsnants ns
A result of sutstandimg ability durimg cembat:

Zpnd lieutenant Cale B, Cless, Infsntry
2nd Lioutenant William A. Stekes, Infantry

Decorations awnrded this nonths

28 8ilver Star Modals (2 posthumously, i missing in sctien).
114 Bremre Star Medals (3 posthumously, 2 missing in sctien).
192 Purple Hearts.

T Clueters te Purple Heart.
486 Cembat Imfamtrywsn Badges.

€ 0-(ieg)an/ 53¢

Streagth of the sssigned command as the period cleseds 170 officers, 6
warrant officers, and 3,452 enlisted men. Attached were 11 officers and 2563
enlisted men.
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